       ORIGIN OF SCOTTISH IN HARNETT COUNTY, NC

During the early 1700’s conflict existed between the religious beliefs in the Scottish Highlands, Scotland. Exact description of that period is given in the book “They Passed This Way”, a historical and informative narrative and summary of the people who immigrated to the colonies around 1714.

Many of those immigrants came up the Cape Fear river valley from Wilmington, NC, settling in the northern wilderness of then Bladen County. On February 19, 1754 Bladen County was divided and the northern area became Cumberland County. Fayetteville was well established as a trade center. The county grew and taxation was extended to the northern Scottish settlers. In 1755, Joseph Adams appeared on the Cumberland County tax rolls. Although this was the only Adams listed, it is possible other Adams’ families may have colonized the northern area and avoided the tax collectors. It was not until the early 1800’s after the establishment of a federal census in 1790 that may of the young countries people were accounted. Our family indicates there was a John Adams-1663 from Greenoch Scotland, his son Robert -1720 and his son John -1745, etc. *chart.
It remains unusual however that the 1790 and 1800 census records still only indicate one Adams in Cumberland County, that being John James Adams and his family. The 1790 census shows John Adams as head of household with two other males and three females. Since our Bible records indicate that John James Adams had no children until 1792, it may be assumed that John Adams was perhaps living with bothers and sisters. It is not clear either if he had married at that time. It is precise however from Bible records, that John James had two brothers , William and Joseph and three sisters, Roeda, Lidea and Zerebeth. These were the children of John Adams ( no birth record available ) and his wife Judith ( no birth record available ).  

It is assumed that John James Adams married between 1790 and 1792 to Delilah Green as his first recorded child Green Adams was born 9/12/1792.

The first childs first name Green is significant as it is the first reference of another family linked with Adams. No record exist that Delilah’s name was Green, but a certain Edward Green lived on the land on the East side of Black River. Edward Green did have a daughter named Delilah, who was the eleventh of his fifteen children. Her age would have been similar to John James. 

The Green name has survived at least four generations to Ethel Green (Adams) Duncan, wife of William Duncan. They still lived a few hundred yards from the Edwin Green Adams homeplace in 1982. Edwin Green Adams was the youngest brother of Green Adams. 
From the Edward Green family it is recorded Edward Green ( 1718) married Jemima in 1743. Jemima was born in 1720 and they had 15 children: Mary, John, Fanny, Silas, Betsey, Sally, William, Winifred, Arcado-(Lady), Aletha-(Allie), Delilah-( Dilly), Nancy, Patty, Joesph and Isam. These names are listed because they are repeated many times in the Adams descendants as well. There was a Mary Adams who married John Green in 1809, but no matches can be found respect to age brackets.
John James Adams referred to his wife as Delilah, however in later land deeds and after John James death, Delilah signed her name as Dillany and as Dilly. Chronilogically, Delilah was born around 1774, which would show her birth at the time her father was 56 and mother was 54. Edward Green her father died in 1786. 
John James Adams and Delilah had eleven children; Green, Jincy, Elizabeth, John, Alfred, Joseph, Orren. Warren (girl), Winifred, Charlotte and Edwin Green. Elizabeth married John A Cameron in 1814. Alfred adams moved to an area now known as Smithfield in Johnston County. Orren Adams at age 30 moved with his wife Catherine and infant daughter Eliza J. Adams to Greene County, Alabama. A document dated February 2, 1837 from Orren Adams after his move to Alabama shows he gave power of attorney to Edwin Green Adams, his youngest brother, for his share of John James Adams plantation. 
Orren and Catherine Adams had five more children born in Alabama; John J., Jospeh W., Bryant A., James P., and Martha A., as recorded in the 1850 census from Alabama. Orren was listed at that time as a farmer worth $320.00 in Greene County Alabama. Alabama’s Greene County census index for 1840 and 1850 list Orren Adams as Owen Adams, however examination of the census record shows a spelling of Orren. Being an unfamiliar name it was likey transcribed incorrectly. The 1850 Greene County census correctly shows Orren Adams as 43 years of age and born in North Carolina (1807). Orren’s wife Catherine and one daughter Eliza J. were registered as being born in North Carolina. 
Three sons of John James Adams and Delilah play significant roles in history and the Adams lineage. John Adams Jr. born in 1798 married Margaret Johnston ( 1804 ). Children; Louiza ( 1827 ), Joseph J. ( 3-30-1829 ), Winnie N. ( 1833 ), Matilda p. ( 1837 ), Margaret E. ( 1840- 10-18-1859 ).

John remarried to a woman with the maiden name Cross. It is reported that John was quite wealthy prior to the Civil war. He called on the lady Cross and stated “ My name is john Adams and marrying is my business”. No record exist to the extent of that marriage to Cross. John Adams married a third time to Elizabeth Partin. It is believed that no children were born to Cross or Elizabeth Partin. John Adams died in 1894 at age 93 ( 3-25-1798 – 3-18-1894 ). John was buried beside his first wife Margaret in what is now a Landscape Nursery  on the Old Stagecoach Road ( Hwy 210) in Harnett County, owned by a man named Blackburn.  The tombstone inscription is nearly illegible and reads Betsie instead of Margaret. It is reported that Margaret was called “ Little grandma Betsie” and perhaps at her death the inscription reflected her popular name by the children.

John Adams -1798-1894was put on trial following the Battle of Bentonville, NC after the Civil war for stealing horses. Volunteers on the way to the battle boarded their horses at the Adams Plantation to avoid being conscripted into the army. After the battle the horses were not there and they filed charges for horse theft. In the trial it came out that General William Tecumseh Sherman’s union army came upon the plantation and took the horses and all provisions they desired to leave the buildings and people unharmed. 

John James was reported living in Neills Creek District of Cumberland County. In later years the Neills Creek area was divided and the Adams plantation was described in Black River District.

Joseph Adams born 5-8-1803, another son of John James Adams married and had 7 or 9 children by his first wife. First marriage children were; John A., Joseph E., Margaret,. Julia A., Mary C., Eliza, James E., and William ( same age as James E. The 1850 census indicates that Joseph Adams married his second wife Delitha who may have already had 3 or 4 children. The child William is questioned here again as to age, but there was a girl named Delitha and two other boys named Ridley and Edward G. It may be possible that all the children of Joseph e were by his first wife.

The second child Joseph Eldridge Adams became a school teacher and at age 23 in 1858 was reported to earn a salary of $36.00 for the school term. This information was found in the book  “They Passed This Way” . It is reported in later years that Joseph Eldridge Adams was a preacher. A descendant of Joseph Eldridge is Hannibel Wilson who married Evelyn Johnston, a daughter Sara Francis Adams. Sara Francis Adams was a great grand child of the John Adams (1798). John and Joseph (1803) were brothers. Thus Hannibel Wilson and Evelyn Johnston share the same great-great grandfather –John James Adams (1767).
Edwin Green Adams, the youngest son of John James Adams was born 9/18/1819. Edwin married Mariah (?)( 1822). The children were ; Margaret, Lucy A., John Thomas, Joseph W., James A., Daniel Green and Nancy.

Edwin’s father John James Adams died between 1845 and 1850. A handwritten will by John James written in 1845 exist. John James was not listed in the 1850 census. Edwin inherited the remainder of John James plantation with the reserve that his mother Delilah remained in control until her death. Records exist in the 1850’s that Delilah leased the plantation to Edwin for two years, whereby either one-third of the corn planted or half of the wheat crop was payment. Delilah could write as her signature was represented by the word SEAL circled beside, indicating that she wrote the contract. On that document she signed her mane as Dilly Adams.
In 1862 or 1863, Edwin green Adams entered the Civil war in the Confederate Army as a private, according to “They passed This way” .

Documents in the North Carolina Library record Edwin Adams being commissioned as Second Lieutenant on august 10,1864 in the 78th Regiment, Company E of Captain James Hockaday’s Eighth Reserves. A copy of orders dated August 27, 1864 called for Lt. Adams to assemble company E at Kingsbury on Tuesday night by order of Lieut, General Holmes ( Theophilus H. Holmes of Cumberland County ).

The 78th Regiment, Company E was made up of entirely Harnett County and Cumberland County men. Harnett County was formed out of the northern area of Cumberland County on 2-7-1855.  Captain Hockaday’s reserves were stationed below Wilmington, NC to protect the south side of Fort Fisher. Fort Fisher was attacked on Dec 24 and 25 1864 by the Union Army’s land and sea forces. Lt Adams was not at the Christmas battle of Fort Fisher. A document exist indicating that Lt. E. Adams was given permission to go home, but to do so on reserve for immediate recall. Edwin Adams received the leave on Sept 17.1864 and went home. Several days after he reached home in Harnett County, Edwin died of of pneumonia. Edwin became ill while serving at Fort Fisher and was given leave to go home and get well. 
A survey drawn up in 1883 divides 431 acres of Edwin Green Adams’ land between  his sons,; James A, Daniel G and Joseph Adams. The fourth son John Thomas Adams received no land, probably because he was reported to be simple minded and never had inclination to work – thus no inheritance.

The final significance of John Adams (1798), Joseph Adams (1803) and Edwin Adams (1819) as brothers is the inter marriages of descendants. Great-great grandson Hannibel Wilson of Joseph Adams married Great-great granddaughter Evelyn Johnston of John Adams.
Edwin Adams’ grand-daughter Sallie Cara Adams married John Adams’ great-grand-son Joseph James Adams. Joseph James Adams (1889) and Sallie Cara Adams (1894) were the parents of Wyatt Allen Adams (1926), the father of the writer Robert Wayne Adams (1950).

Edwin Green Adams son Joseph W (Whitehead Joe) Adams (1850) married Ada Florence Pleasant (1865). Joseph W. first met Ada Florence when she was 2 years old and told that he would return to marry her. They married when she was 17. Children were; Alonza (Sandy) Sanford, J. Kirk, Dorsey, James Robert, Lula Florence, Jasper Milton, Everett, Sallie Cara, Alice, Silas Green, Ralph Lane, Mattie A., and Kattie Mae. Kattie Mae died several months after her birth following her mothers death.
Ada Florence Pleasant’s father John Pleasant, who married Elender Gaskin Pleasant , committed suicide by cutting his throat with a razor. He was quoted being very much against suicide attempts as he once spoke to a crowd of people following the suicide of either his father, brother or a close friend. Nonetheless he went out one day, hung his coat in a tree to be found, cut his throat, placed the razor back in the coat pocket and died there.

The Pleasant lineage has been traced back to England into the 1500’s (1545).

J. Kirk Adams was the father of J Kirkwood Adams who still owned the old homesite farm and house in 1982. Kirkwood was in custody of nearly all the documents cited in this document in 1982. He was very guarded about sharing the documents as the North Carolina novelist and playwrite Paul Green managed to get his hands on some of the papers and would never return them. Paul Green was from the Edward Green family who had owned the plantation across the Black River. He wanted and took the Land Grant document indicating boundaries of the Adams and Green plantations to put in his own section of UNC library in Chapel Hill, NC.
Joseph James Adams (1829) son of John Adams (1798) married on 1-12-1854 to Loucetta Ann Ogburn (1836). Their children were ; Sara Ella, Betty, Margaret, Edith, Ann and James Cephas. Loucetta died in 1900 and Joseph J remarried to Penny Woodall on 5-10-1901. Joseph James was reported to be a giant of a man. Some reports say he was nearly 7 feet tall and had the strength of several men.

James Cephas Adams (1862) married Francis Elizabeth Weeks (1865). She was a descendant of Thomas Gregory and Mary Polly Johnston. Mary was a descendant of Cherokee Indian ancestry. Children were Ila Myrtle, Florence Mae, Sadie Alice, Percy Elmon, Sara Francis, John and Joseph James.
Percy Elmon Adams served in World War One. Florence Mae lived in Coats, NC in 1980. Joseph James Adams (1889) married Sallie Cara Adams (1894). Joe and Sallies children were; Wade, Worth, Winfield, Wayne, Edna, Joesphine, Wyatt Allen, Ida, Joyce, Alice, Wilbert, Margie and Sallie.

Sallie Cara died in child birth with Sallie on 6-23-1936. Wayne Lane was killed by lye poisoning at age one. Worth was killed in an auto accident.

Winfield died of an illness in 1959. Wyatt was overcome by carbon monoxide fumes and died at Thanksgiving 1972. 
After Sallie Cara’s death, Joseph James remarried Alice Byrd Parrish. Joseph Wallace Adams was born to Joseph and Alice in 1952 when Joseph was 62. Alice had children from a previous marriage: Dorothy Mae, Marie Agnes, Shirely Francis and William Lawerence.

Sometime prior to World War Two, Joseph James borrowed some money 

( I’ve heard $45,000 ) against his holdings. Joe used the money to lease land and set up sawmills in Clay County, Georgia. The outbreak of WWII caused economic problems and the lumber business fell victim to the war effort. Joe reportedly had railcars of lumber ready to be shipped and with a ban on building no where to go. Joe lost his business and returned to North Carolina. Joe died in 1961 with little fortune, but rich with 11 children and 4 stepchildren. Joe and Sallies children spread across the country. Joyce-Mass, Ida-Florida, Josephine-Ohio, Wyatt-West Va then back to Clinton,NC, Wilbert to Raleigh, NC, Margie lived in Germany with her husband Bobby for a while and returned to Angier, NC, Sallie made a home in Waynesville, NC, Edna, Winfield and Wade lived in Angier, NC all their lives and Alice lives in Fuquay Varina, NC.
Robert Wayne Adams (1950), son of Wyatt Allen Adams(1926-1972) and Astraudia Brown Lockamy (1928-1995) married Christie Leigh Shaw of Galena Park, Texas on June 1,1972. Their children; Amy Charriene Laval Adams (1974), Angelyn Marie Stellaundine Adams (1977), Amber Christine Hennrietta Adams(1979) and Robert Wayne Adams Jr (1982). Amy and Angelyn were born in Pasadena, Texas and Amber and Robert Jr were born in Roanoke Rapids, NC.  Christie is the daughter of Clifford Lee Shaw from Forsyth, Georgia and Dorothy Rose (Ravenelle -birth father) Pepin from Conneticutt. Clifford is the son of Clifford Lee Shaw and Lily (  ) Shaw of Forsyth, Georgia.

Wayne received a B.S. Degree in Pulp and Paper Science and Technology from North Carolina State University at Raleigh in 1972. Christie attended Sam Houston State University in Texas. Angelyn attended the University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia and graduated from the Atlanta Art Institute in Atlanta, Georgia on Dec 19, 2002.

Wayne and Christie lived in Houston, Texas 72-78, Roanoke Rapids, NC 78-85, while Wayne worked for Champion Paper Corporation. Then they moved to St Charles, IL 85-87, while Wayne worked  for Container Corporation of America. Moving to Richmond Hill, Ga. 87-98, Wayne worked for Interstate Paper Corporation and Interstate Resources Inc. Christie started work with the US Postal Service as a Rural Carrier ( RCA ), working out of Richmond Hill and then the Pembroke Post Offices.. Wayne and Christie became active in the Boy Scouts of America and Wayne served as Scoutmaster for Troop 527 out of Richmond Hill and Christie was the Unit Commissioner for Chatom, Bryan and Long Counties. Following Wayne’s year in 1997 working as a consultant he began work with Brown and Root Engineering, a Halliburton Company in Houston, Texas and he and Christie moved to Kingwood, Texas, 98-2000. Christie transferred her job and continued with the US Postal Service. A merger under Halliburton joined M.W. Kellogg Engineering to form Kellogg Brown and Root Engineering. Eventually the Forest Products Group that Wayne worked under in Kellogg Brown and Root was moved to Mobile, Alabama on 10-16-2000 and they moved to  Loxley, Alabama in the Baldwin County country side on Dec 5, 2000. Again Christie was able to transfer her job and she worked for the US Postal Service out of Daphne, Alabama. 
During 1985 and 1986 Wayne worked some in Columbia, Venezuala and Mexico while employed with Container Corporation of America. In 1996 Wayne returned to work as a private consultant in Mocarpel, Venezuala and in 1997 Wayne worked on the island of Sumatra, Indonesia for 8 months, April through November, as a Power Engineer Consultant. While employed with Kellogg Brown and Root Wayne worked from February to October, 2000 out of Sao Paulo, Brazil for 8 months.
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